




 Welcome to the 2022 Haiti Lives On Gala in honor of the 12th anniversary of NJ4HAITI. 
It is our pleasure to personally welcome each of you. It’s an exciting time for NJ4HAITI as we 
celebrate 12 years of dedication and commitment to Haiti.

 Since 2010, we have continued to grow and adapt, remaining motivated and responsive 
to the adversities that sweep the nation of Haiti. As a mission-driven organization, this past 
year we were confronted with a time of many changes in Haiti and met these changes during 
a time of larger nation-wide and global change. Your support allows us to continue this great 
work and we look forward to and will continue to bring inspired people together in forums like 
this, to ensure that the success of NJ4HAITI is documented and celebrated.

 We’re transforming the way we operate to continuously improve our ability to restore 
and rebuild our homeland of Haiti. Our volunteers and partners have continued to meet the 
challenges of our work despite setbacks. We should all be very proud of where we are today 
and excited about where we are headed.

 Before we close, We’d like to thank each of you for attending tonight’s Gala and bringing 
your family and friends to celebrate with us. The organization leaders have the vision and 
the knowledge to continue driving the mission but you are truly our greatest asset today and 
tomorrow, and we could not accomplish what we do without your support and commitment. 
Throughout the event we hope that you stay engaged and have fun! Connect with our mission 
trip volunteers and hear more about the work that you have supported and continue to support

Sincerely,
2022 Hailo Gala Host Committee:

Dr. Elie Marcellus
Honorable Stanley Neron
Honorable Bergson Leneus
Mrs. Rejeanne Neron
Ms. Barbette Lherrison
Ms. Deandrah Cameron
Ms. Regina Appollon
Mr. Marnell Jester

Welcome Letter



Cocktail Hour and Art Exhibit
Ballroom Opens: Performance by Teallocks Dance Troupe

Opening Remarks
Welcome our Host Malik Yoba and Saje Nicole

About NJ4Haiti
Performance by Malik Yoba

Dinner is served!
Performance: Ruperto Vanderpool

Award Ceremony
Performance: Doug E. Fresh

Let’s Dance!



 A popular actor widely known for his many roles including the Disney classic, Cool 
Runnings, the hit television series New York Undercover, Empire , Designated Survivor, 
Arrested Development + The Last OG , Malik Yoba has proven himself as a man driven 
to raise consciousness through the use of his many talents as an actor, film maker , 
musician, activist, educator, inspirational speaker, serial entrepreneur and author.

 Before his Hollywood career that made him a household name, Yoba was respected 
among his peers in education and community activism globally. By age 23 Yoba he was 
appointed Vice
President of The CityKids Foundation working in 13 New York City Public schools in 
a program called AIDP (Attendance Improvement Dropout Prevention), in which he 
assessed students, faculty and parents needs to improve the quality, content and form 
of education, thereby improving attendance in NYC High Schools. Yoba has worked 
globally with young people from Rikers Island High School, helped to fund Ethiopian 

Children’s Village, taught classes at Johannesburg Secondary School in South Africa to create youth education workshops in 
Belize, Central America, Jamaica and Korea. For his dedication to youth, Yoba has been recognized by or worked with former 
President Bill Clinton, The Congress of the United States, The Mayor of New York City and more.

 Although Yoba is most widely known for his work in Hollywood , this serial entrepreneur, community activist and 
educator will always be grounded in work that informs and empowers young people.

Malik Yoba

Saje Nicole is a Haitian American model, actress, and entrepreneur. She is best known 
for being the first Haitian-American Sports Illustrated Swimsuit model. 

She was raised in a Haitian-American household with her mother, father, and younger 
brother. After her father passed away at the age of eight, Saje saw firsthand what it 
meant to work hard towards your goals. Little did she know, her mother’s newfound 
work ethic was preparing her for the grueling but promising industry.

As a new model, Saje had to tackle the lack of diversity for women of color and also 
brands that weren’t size-inclusive. She teamed up with Natural Models LA, who saw her 
vision, and was excited to go on this journey together. Since signing with Natural Models 
LA, Saje has also signed with the prominent Wilhelmina New York and is teaching girls 
and women alike how to go after their dreams unapologetically. 

 Saje has recently launched a fitness program called the ” BLUPRNT” outlining how to get into the best mental, 
physical and spiritual shape of your life. Saje also has a young daughter whom she is paving the way for. Showing that 
women can have it all if they desire. 

 Saje’s favorite quote is, “Whether you think you can or can’t, you’re right.” Henry Ford 

 With her sights set on having her fashion line one day and continuing to pursue modeling and acting opportunities, 
Saje’s journey is just getting started.

Saje Nicole



IS PROUD TO BE A PRESENTING SPONSOR FOR THE 

Haiti Lives On Gala 



 Doug E. Fresh’s peers have dubbed him “The World’s Greatest Entertainer.” Chuck 
D, co-founder of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inducted group Public Enemy, coined 
the moniker after touring with Fresh and marveling at his unrivaled ability to electrify 
any crowd, of any age, race or gender, night after night. Prince was such a fan of his 
boundless live performance skills that he insisted Fresh tour with him for several years 
in that late 90s, ultimately asking him to perform with him at the White House during the 
Obama Administration.

 Harlem born, but globally recognized as the Original Human Beatbox and a hip hop 
icon, Fresh has amassed countless awards for his mesmerizing beatbox abilities, catchy 
rhymes, signature dance moves, and masterful command of audiences. His popularity 
spans generations. Nearly a dozen millennial rappers have written songs in tribute to 
him, most notably the 2009 breakout hit “Teach Me How to Dougie,” which spawned the 
international “Dougie” dance craze, a nod to moves Fresh created in the 80s.

 Pre-pandemic, he averaged a whopping 200 live performances per year for 20 straight years – a rare feat for an 
any artist, especially one whose career has remained active for nearly four decades, thanks, in part, to his cultural classics 
“The Show” and “La Di Da Di,” both released in the mid 1980’s, when he was a teen. Never one to rest on his laurels and with 
unforeseen time offstage due to the 2020 lockdown, Fresh began work on his first full length album since 1995, a passion 
project called “This One’s for Chuck Brown.” It’s a salute to one of Fresh’s late musical mentors, also known as the Godfather 
of Go-Go, a super syncopated, heavily percussive subgenre of funk music native to Washington, DC, which gained national 
exposure with the help of Experience Unlimited’s (E.U.’s) 1988 #1 R&B hit, “Da Butt,” featured in Spike Lee’s film “School 
Daze,” and most recently at the 2020 Academy Awards. Chuck Brown scored a 1979 top 10 R&B hit with “Bustin’ Loose,” 
which rapper Nelly sampled in his 2002 chart-topper, “Hot in Herre,” but Fresh has been adapting various elements of Brown’s 
unique call-and-response performance style into his live shows since the two first met in 1985 when Brown’s band was the 
opening act at a DC arena Fresh headlined. Peering from behind the curtain, Fresh became entranced by Brown’s band’s tribal 
groove and the rhythmic interplay between the drummer, conga player, and other percussionists, which ebbed and flowed 
as Brown and other vocalists engaged with the audience for a fully immersive, communal celebration. Given Fresh’s innate 
ability to mimic various drum patterns with his mouth, he instinctively took to the DC go-go scene, often performing with 
Chuck Brown and other local bands, even releasing his own 1988 go-go classic, “I’m Getting Ready,” which remains in regular 
rotation across DC radio.

 After this past year-and-a half of unthinkable tumult and tragedy, Fresh seeks to sonically transport people to happier 
times and unite hip-hop and go-go audiences with “This One’s for Chuck Brown.” He safely drums up the excitement of being 
at a live show, while paying homage to one of his heroes, in a mixture of original recordings and go-go renditions of some of 
his own hip-hop fan-favorites. He begins the album with a song titled “Chuck Brown,” which offers an audio history lesson 
of Brown’s significance. Elsewhere on the album, he delivers new, live versions of “Play This Only at Night,” “Come Again, 
and “The Show,” re-imagined with go-go instrumentation, recorded live in Washington, DC. “The Show” features a guest 
appearance by Fresh’s longtime friend and one-time beatbox mentee turned lovable hip-hop great, the recently departed 
Biz Markie. The album also includes “I’m Getting Ready” and new song called “Age,” on which Fresh raps over R&B vocals 
in an ode to maturing women, many of whom have remained loyal Fresh fans throughout his career. Additionally, the album 
features a COVID-inspired PSA bonus track, “20 Seconds or More,” recorded and released at the start of the pandemic to urge 
listeners to wash their hands to better reduce the spread of the coronavirus. Proceeds from that track raise money for the 
Hip-Hop Public Health non-profit Fresh co-founded more than a decade ago in an effort to foster healthier behavior changes 
through the transformative powers of music, art, and science.

Ever reverent to those who have inspired him and ever ready to use his art to uplift, educate, and ignite positive change, Doug 
continues to be an “ever so” Fresh breath of air.

Doug E. Fresh
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 Jackson Chery is a Grammy-nominated Haitian-American producer, drummer, music director, composer, visionary 
and serial entrepreneur from Brooklyn, New York. He is a husband and father of two girls. His music journey started in his 
youth when he was designated as his church’s musical and choir director. In 2016, he collaborated with VH1’ sex executive 
producer Mona Scott-Young as a music director for Monami. He has provided music direction and production, and scored 
films for creatives like Malik Yoba, Wyclef Jean, and Jerry Wonda Duplessis.

 Since their entrance onto the music scene in 2012, Jackson Chery & the IET Band has continued to wow audiences 
with their eclectic sound and intriguing stage presence. Singing in 6 languages, the vivacious ensemble has been able to 
catch the attention of the crème de la crème in Hollywood and makes no apologies about their plans to dominate the music 
scene by parlaying their talent into a wide array of events and markets across the globe.

 IET is comprised of an extremely diverse group; covering countless musical styles from Hot100 to Classical, Afro-
Beats, Salsa, Hip-Hop, Funk, Vintage Jazz, Kompa, Reggae and so much more

 Thanks to IET’s supersonic unpredictability, the band has an increasingly diverse roster of clientele and has become 
a top source for live entertainment. In the past few years, IET has traveled to 10 countries; performing alongside Janet 
Jackson, Calvin Harris, Damien Marley, Elle Varner and Spanish sensation /Grammy winner Lamala Rodriguez

Jackson Cherry & I.E.T. Band





Ruperto Vanderpool
 A native New Yorker of Dominican extraction who’s best known for his pantomiming 
humor and his endless variety of facial expressions has headlined comedy clubs across 
the country including Caroline’s on Broadway. His infectious and energetic style of 
comedy has allowed him to open up for many major musical acts including, the late 
Prince in which he hosted his post Oscar Awards party in Beverly Hills. He’s also hosted 
at the FTX Arena in Miami, The Mohegan Sun Arena, Foxwoods Arena, and at Radio City 
Music Hall for the Freestyle Extravaganza.

 Vanderpool became known in the Dominican community for a show stopping 
impression of Anthony Santos, (a legendary Dominican Bachata artist) for the group 
“Aventura” at Madison Square Garden to a sold out attendance of 20,000 People. 
Internationally he has taken his comedy to Switzerland, Amsterdam, and was selected 
to perform at The Stockholm Comedy Festival sharing the bill with Amy Schumer in 
Sweden. He has brought laughter to the troops hosting the “Be Strong Tour” for Army 
bases across the country including Georgia, Kansas, Virginia, Miami, California, and 

Hawaii. He was invited multiple years to host the prestigious 242nd and 243rd Army Birthday Ball Gala in Washington, DC. 
Ruperto won the 1st Annual American Latino Award for “Favorite American Latino Comedian” and was also the recipient of 
the “El Awards” from El Diario La Prensa (A top New York City Latin American Newspaper).

 He’s made numerous television appearances including Martin Lawrence Presents: The 1st Amendment Stand Up 
Comedy Special on STARZ, Gotham Comedy Live on AXS-TV, BET’s Comic View, It’s Showtime at the Apollo, Comedy.TV and 
Comics Unleashed with Byron Allen, HBO’s P. Diddy’s Bad Boys of Comedy Season 2. Film credits include: co-starring with 
Queen Latifah & rapper Ja Rule in the Lions Gate Film “The Cookout”, “Carlitoʼs Way (Rise to Power)”, and a memorable role in 
the Latino cult-classic “El Vacilon: The Movie”. He’s guest starred as Ramon on The Emmy Award Winning Television Series 
“Masters Of None” -Season 2 episode 6: “New York, I Love You” on Netflix. You can catch him playing himself



 Antonio Dieujuste was born in Saint-Marc, Haiti on October 10, 1980 and is the 
second oldest of five brothers. Antonio arrived in the United States on February 13, 
1993. He was 12 years old at the time and lived in Irvington, New Jersey with his family. 
Antonio was very active at a young age as he played soccer at Irvington High School 
and participated in youth group activities at his church and other churches within the 
community. Antonio moved to Montclair, New Jersey at the age 16 where he completed 
his high school career.

 Currently, Antonio resides in East Orange NJ with his wife and two sons. He enjoys 
spending time with family and friends. At work, Antonio has been recognized by his 
employer for his hard work and dedication for leading and motivating his team.

 In the community, Antonio is known for his support, care, and generosity. Over the 
years around his birthday, Antonio has utilized his platform to encourage his family and 
friends to contribute to a charity that he is supporting rather than buying him a gift for 
his birthday. Antonio has supported and donated to countless charities like NJ4Haiti 
(contributing towards earthquake relief efforts in Haiti), Cancer Society (participating 
and contributing to the Breast Cancer Walk known as the Pink Out of the Oranges), 
YCIM (Youth Christian International Ministries- contributing towards the medical care 
of the children in Haiti), Big Brother/Big Sister Program (Mentoring and Spending Time 
with At Risk Youth), and other charities. Antonio recognizes that he is blessed to be a 
blessing to help others and hope to inspire others to do the same.

Ambassador Recognition Award
ANTONIO DIEUJUSTE



 Mayor Dahlia Vertreese brings a strong background and history in public service 
and government experience to the Township of Hillside.

 Mayor Vertreese has been a lifelong public servant. The child of a police officer and 
nurse, she was well informed of the challenges and needs of her community. Mayor 
Vertreese started her career as a public servant working for the Newark Public School 
system. She began her local public service in 2016 as a member of the Hillside Board 
of Education, where she ultimately served as Board President.

 After serving on the Board of Education, Vertreese successfully ran for Mayor. 
During her three plus years in the position, Mayor Vertreese has proven her ability to 
serve the citizens. She successfully relaunched the local public access channel TV-35, 
the purchases of a new senior bus, and street sweeper. Her administration launched the
Township’s initial Breast Cancer Walk that raised over $40,000. She reinstated the 
annual State of the Town address, and her financial stewardship led to the Township 
successfully receiving an Opportunity Zone Designation and an A-1 Bond rating. Mayor 
Vertreese was the first Mayor to partner with Bloomfield College to create the “Hillside 
College Partner” wherein the mayor provided a full scholarship to a Hillside High School 
senior. Mayor Vertreese has been an advocate for small businesses and continues to 
promote the Hillside Chamber of Commerce.

 Mayor Vertreese’s professional background in the labor industry is a testament to her intellect and hard work. As a 
labor organizer and labor specialist with Local 68 of the International Union of Operating Engineers, her day-to-day duties 
include organizing sites and handling grievances and arbitration.

 Mayor Vertreese began her professional career in 2003 as a Labor and Employment Paralegal with Grotta, Glassman, 
and Hoffman PC before taking on a position as Labor Relations Specialist for the Newark Public Schools. She transitioned 
to the classroom, teaching AP US-History and AP European history. She also taught remedial classes to help students pass 
the HESPA exam. Since 2015 Vertreese has been working for Local 68 of the International Union of Operating Engineers.

 Mayor Vertreese is an active member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and the A. Philip Randolph Institute. She currently 
serves on the New Jersey Labor Advisory Council. Vertreese is a member of both the Union County Central Labor Council and 
the Essex West Hudson Labor Council. She is a member of the Metropolitan Baptist Church in Newark.

 Mayor Vertreese is a graduate of the University of Arkansas-Fayetteville, where she obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminal Justice and History and a Master of Arts in Sociology. Mayor Vertreese is married to her husband, Derek. They are 
the proud parents of three sons. During her spare time Mayor Vertreese is a yogi.

Ambassador Recognition Award
MAYOR DAHLIA VERTREESE
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Special Thank You
Senator Emeritus Raymond J. Lesniak, ESQ

Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
Mayor J. Christian Bollwage

Commissioner Charlene Bathelus Dorgely
Councilman Christopher James

Councilman Carlos Torres
Councilwoman Patricia Auguste

Councilman William Gallman
James Horne, UWGUC
Dawn Jelinski, UWGUC 

Sarah Jones
Steeve Augustin
Kenneth Chase

Mimi Planned Events,Inc
Big Image Entertainment

Jackson Cherry
La Baguette Bakery

Carl Nazaire Jr.
NJ Haitian Flag Day Planning Committee

Jefferson Park Ministries
AKEDP

The Team and Staff of the Marriott Hotel Newark Airport
Competition Over Collaboration, Inc.

Day Break Express, Inc.
Jason Ellington - REMEONER DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

Jason Roberts
Paul Chinnery

Kween Moore – Urban Creative Arts Workshop
Kervin Andre
Phillip Walker
Judith Fenelus

Mary Sierra
Carl Cazeau

Mr. James Dorcely
Acrisure Inc.
Pennoni Inc.

Prevention Links
Megan Clerge

Haitian American Caucus
First Republic Restaurant and Lounge

North Jersey Chapter Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
Sharon Hardesty



Chairman’s Award
GASKOV CLERGÉ FOUNDATION

The Gaskov Clergé Foundation (GCF) exists to perpetuate the legacy of Gaskov Clergé.

The foundation is a nonprofit, philanthropic organization established to promote health, sports, education and sciences in 
both the United States and Haiti. GCF is committed to empowering individuals and will carry out its mission by:

• Establishing both domestic and international programs/scholarship funds that assist deserving individuals who are 
pursuing academic excellence in the sciences.

• Developing resources for preventive health care in Haiti that encourage the philanthropic participation of physicians, 
nurses and other allied health professionals, along with the corporate community.

• Fostering the mental and physical development of young, Haitian athletes by providing support and assistance in 
developing the necessary infrastructure to prepare these athletes for competition.





Ambassador Recognition Award
SENATE MAJORITY LEADER M. TERESA RUIZ

 In 2007, Senator Ruiz became the first Puerto Rican elected to the Senate. Since 
then, she has been re-elected five times. Currently Senate Majority Leader, Senator 
Ruiz is the highest-ranking Latina legislator in state history.

 She previously served as chair of the Senate Education Committee. Throughout 
her time in the Senate, she has fought for equity in educational spaces, acting as the 
leading force in expanding access to early childhood education throughout the state. 
She also spearheaded the law to build on the federal free and reduced meal program 
so that all students who qualify for the program could receive breakfast and lunch at 
no cost, eliminating the reduced category. Furthermore, she has sponsored laws to 
increase diversity within school curriculum and strengthen the Amistad Commission.

 The senator has also focused on expanding employment opportunities for under-
served communities, sponsoring bill packages to expand apprenticeship programs in 
the state and increase teacher diversity.

 The apprenticeship package, which was enacted, created more accessible 
pathways to careers in high growth industries by incentivizing business participation in 
apprenticeship programs. In addition, she has taken a targeted approach at mitigating 

the barriers which prevent people of color from obtaining and retaining full time teaching positions, advancing legislation to 
establish educator apprenticeship programs, provide loan redemption opportunities and expand alternate route programs. 

 Senator Ruiz was also the prime sponsor of a 2020 law to allow candidates to use campaign funds to cover childcare 
expenses incurred due to campaign activities. The Senator received a bachelor’s degree from Drew University. She was a 
2010  , and a graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School’s Senior Executives in State and Local Government
Program.S he is vice chair of the Essex County Democratic Party and is deputy chief of staff to Essex County Executive 
Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. She served as a delegate to the Democratic National Conventions in 2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016. 
Among all of her accomplishments, the title she holds most dear is that of a mother.





 Alain Sajous Is a Haitian Born Entrepreneur. Mr. Sajous’s Main focus is real estate, 
finance & tv production focused. At an early age number came naturally and the ability 
to understand finance opened many doors and opportunities in the finance world by 
raising hundreds of millions of dollars for distressed companies in New York and New 
Jersey. As a consultant “to turn around a company back to success is a gratifying 
feeling”. Building a real estate company in 2014 during the down market and keeping 
low rents for most of the tenants because he knows what living in these neighborhoods 
feels like and the struggles. As an executive producer the goal is to educate through 
entertainment. Mr. Sajous lives In Watchung New Jersey with his Wife Youme.

Ambassador Recognition Award
ALAIN SAJOUS

 Alison Vieira is a 24 year old Christian woman, born and raised in Elizabeth, 
NJ. Alison majored in Family Science and Human Development at Montclair State 
University and received her Bachelor’s Degree in Spring of 2021. When she was 
16 years old, Alison began working as a summer camp counselor for the City of 
Elizabeth’s Department of Recreation. After 7 years of devotion to her community, she 
was promoted to Recreation Leader where she continues to be a noble public servant. 
Alison is honored that her dedication, faith, generosity, and genuine love for others 
have gotten her to where she is today. Alison aspires to impact the lives of as many 
individuals as possible, for many more years to come.

Ambassador Recognition Award
MS. ALLISON VIEIRA





 Osner J. Charles was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti and migrated to the United States 
as a young child. He was raised in Brooklyn, New York and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
At a young age, Osner experienced first-hand the need for a stronger academic support 
system, recognizing early the correlation between socioeconomic status and academic 
achievement. This realization later became the catalyst for his future endeavors to 
empower and uplift people from historically disenfranchised communities. He also 
recognized that strong mentorship and guidance would also serve as the cornerstone 
to progress. 

 Osner earned his bachelor’s degree in Sociology from Bloomfield College. He then 
went on to obtain his master’s degree from Rutgers University in Public Administration. 
Osner is a proud member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated. Osner serves on 
the Advisory Board of Rutgers University, Nassan’s Place and Trapdoor. He continues 
to work closely with United Way of Essex and West Hudson, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Essex, Hudson and Union Counties, and a host of many other non-profit organizations 
throughout the Northern New Jersey area. 

 Professionally, Osner has held leadership positions in both the private and public sector. Currently, Osner serves as 
the Deputy Director of Economic Development for the City of Paterson, New Jersey. He assists in overseeing approximately 
$1 Billion of real estate, which will assist in revitalizing the City of Paterson. Osner handles real estate development, business 
recruitment, retention, expansion, workforce development and the overall economic development strategy of the third largest 
City in the State of NJ. Osner is the recipient of numerous awards, including the National League of Cities- Most dedicated 
City Staff Award, New Jersey Recreation and Parks Association- Young Professional of The Year, Saving Our Nations (SONS)- 
Dream Maker Award, and Hispanos Mano A Mano-Honor Comunitaro Award just to name a few.

 A passionate public servant, Osner works tirelessly to ensure that all people have access to quality education, 
healthy food services, and diverse and enriching extra-curricular activities. He is inspired daily by a quote from President 
Barack Obama: “The best way not to feel hopeless is to get up and do something. Don’t wait for good things to happen to you. 
If you go out and make some good things happen, you will fill the world with hope, you will fill yourself with hope.”

Ambassador Recognition Award
OSNER J. CHARLES







 Mrs. Charnette Frederic was born in Cazale, Haiti, where she attended and graduated 
from Saint Trinitė, a primary school, and later attended College Saint Pierre, a secondary 
school. In 1996, her twin brothers, her mother, and she rejoined her father in Irvington, 
NJ.

 She had an associate degree majored in Biology at Essex County College and 
graduated in 1999. She acquired her bachelor’s degree majored in Biology and minored 
in Chemistry at Rutgers University, New Jersey, in 2001. Mrs. Frederic obtained a 
master’s in healthcare administration (MHA) from Seton Hall University, New Jersey, in 
2005.
She had a New Jersey licensed Nursing Home Administrator. As of 2019, she is working 
to become a Ph.D. candidate majoring in Biochemistry at Seton Hall University. From 
2002 to 2018, Charnette Frederic was a Senior Scientist at Roche Molecular Systems, 
a division of Hoffmann-La Roche, Diagnostic Company. She worked as QC Manager 
at Novartis. She is the Chief Executive Officer for First Triangle, a Construction and 
investment firm.

 Mrs. Charnette Frederic was first elected in Irvington Township on May 8th, 2012, as 
the West Ward Council member and was sworn in on July 1st, 2012. On May 13th, 2014, 
she was elected as the council-at-large, was sworn in on July 1st, 2014, and became the 
council president from July 1st, 2014, to July 1st, 2016. Mrs. Frederic was elected for 
another term from 2018 to 2022.

 Mrs. Frederic was elected for another term from 2022 to 2026. She is married to Joseph Betissan Frederic with 
one amazing son. Councilwoman Frederic is known for mobilizing the community and rallying support for worthy causes. 
She received various awards throughout the United States for her community work in Irvington. She founded Charnette 
Frederic Civic Association, a non-profit organization 501(c)3, committed to creating opportunities for people to come 
together and celebrate the community, coordinate activities, and develop projects to promote community involvement. She 
championed sustainability in Irvington through the Irvington Green Team. Mrs. Frederic is passionate about serving the 
Irvington community. She is the chairwoman of the National Haitian American Elected Official Network (NHAEON). NHAEON 
is the largest network of Haitian American Elected & Appointed Officials organization in the US.

Heart of Haiti Award
COUNCILWOMAN CHARNETTE FREDERIC



 Anibal Ramos Jr. has dedicated his career to delivering practical, hands-on results 
for Newark. Born, raised and educated in Newark, Anibal Ramos Jr. has a track record 
that underscores his commitment to improving the lives of his constituents.

 Councilman Ramos was elected to his fourth term on the Newark City Council 
representing the North Ward in May 2018 with 80 percent of the vote. He is running for 
his fifth term in May 2022.

 As a member of the Council and as a public servant long before that, Councilman 
Ramos has established himself as a leader on the issues of crime reduction, economic 
development and education. He attended Rutgers University in Newark through 
the Educational Opportunity Fund, which offers promising young students from 
impoverished backgrounds the chance to succeed in college. After graduating, he went 
to work at Focus, a non-profit organization that helps Newarkers get back on their feet.

 After he was elected to the City Council in 2006 to represent the North Ward, 
Councilman Ramos made public safety his priority. He has been one of the strongest supporters of the police department, 
consistently voting to provide officers with the tools they need to fight crime.

 Under his leadership, partnerships were established with other law enforcement agencies, including the 
bordering towns of Belleville, Bloomfield and East Orange as well as the Sheriff’s Department and the Prosecutor’s Office. 
Neighborhood associations were established that work closely with police to keep neighborhoods crime free.

 As a result of Councilman Ramos’s leadership, recreational opportunities have been expanded in the North Ward, 
including the construction of Waterfront Recreation Center and the restoration of Newark School Stadium as well as 
renovating Elmwood Park and Kasberger Field.

 Councilman Ramos is also strongly committed to creating jobs and bringing economic development to the North 
Ward. While on council, he established the Mt. Prospect Neighborhood Improvement District, which helped create a 
thriving business district in the heart of the North Ward. He also worked to create the Bloomfield Avenue/Lower Broadway 
improvement district.

 When the pandemic struck Newark, Councilman Ramos led efforts to provide emergency food donations to thousands 
of Newarkers, working with organizations such as the Salvation Army as well as the County of Essex. 

 During his tenure on the Newark school board, including two terms as chair, Councilman Ramos worked to drastically 
improve public education. He is committed to ensuring that every child in Newark has access to quality public education. In 
2014, Councilman Ramos founded the Anibal Ramos Jr. Civic Association, a non-profit organization that provides scholarships 
to help Newark students pay for high school and college.

Ambassador Recognition Award
NORTHWARD COUNCILMAN ANIBAL RAMOS JR.
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12 Years of Community Service 



Ace of  Initiatives Award
PASTOR JEAN MAURICE

 Rev. Jean Ernest Maurice was born in Port au Prince, Haiti and migrated to the 
United States of America in March 1968. Upon entering the United States, Jean Maurice, 
attended the church that was founded by his father Rev. Dr. Raymond Maurice, Temple 
of UnifiedChristians which was then situated in Montclair, New Jersey. As one of the 
first Haitian churches in the state of New Jersey, the Maurice family had to work very 
hard to have a successful ministry.

 Jean Maurice was enrolled in music school to learn to play the piano so that he may 
accompany the congregation during worship services. From the tender age of 11 years 
old, Jean Maurice has had a ministry at the Temple of Unified Christians.

 For many years to come Jean served his church not only as a musician, but as the 
Youth Director, Church Bus Driver and as he grew in experience and in age, he later 
became a Deacon and Trustee of the Church.

 In July 1997, Rev. Jean Maurice was ordained a minister and in October of 1997, 
upon the retirement of Rev. Dr. Raymond Maurice, Jean Maurice was elected to become Senior Pastor of Temple of Unified 
Christians Church.

 As Senior Pastor of Temple of Unified Christians, the Lord has used Jean as an instrument to lead his church to 
bigger and better things. Under his direction and supervision the Temple of Unified Christians has expanded in congregation 
members, daily Sunday Morning Attendance, and he has also established various programs and activities for the young and 
old to participate and integrate with one another.

 Jean Maurice continues to serve as Head Pastor at Temple of Unified Christians. He is a happily married man with 
four beautiful children who are also very much involved in the Temple of Unified Christians ministry. Jean Maurice has a 
vision that is to create a church where both Haitian and American people can come and worship in one accord. He wishes 
to bridge the gap between older and newer generations; and to serve the community one person at a time, so no one is left 
behind.



PROUDLY SUPPORTS NJ4HAITI
12 Years of Community Service



 Volunteers on mission trips visit campsites and schools where people continue to need medical 
and counseling assistance. These trips are designed to assist the communities as they recover from 
various natural disasters. These volunteer opportunities are geared towards individuals who desire to give 
their time to make a lasting impact and to partner with an organization that is dedicated to transforming 
Haiti in the short and long term.

 NJ4Haiti  believes that the best way to raise awareness and make a direct and lasting impact is to 
have individuals become intimately involved in changing Haiti for the better. Those who participate in this 
program will gain a keen understanding of the devastation experienced by various Haitian communities 
and the resilient spirit of the Haitian people. 

 NJ4Haiti is led by dedicated staff members who have roots in the Haitian community – they have 
lived in Haiti and/or visited Haiti many times. We work closely with Haitians and friends of Haiti, in America 
and internationally. Our staff members are fluent in Haitian Creole and understand Haitian culture.

Highlights:
 
• Live and Work alongside local people and other volunteers
• Learn about Haiti and the challenges it faces
• Work in collaboration with other NGOs and gain volunteering  experience
• Help the people of Haiti who desperately need it
• Learn the rich culture and history of the Haitian people
• Obtain a life changing experience that will be memorable

 NJ4HAITI: MISSIONS



 Our initiatives are supported through volunteer efforts, collaborative agreements and the generosity 
of our private donors who support our cause. Our goal is to create sustainable communities through clean 
water initiatives and educational enrichment.

  We believe access to clean water is a fundamental human right and essential to good health. For 
this reason, we would like to implement a clean water initiative and educational enrichment project in 
Pisto, Haiti with support from our volunteer staff and World Water and Solar.

 Our objective is to prevent the occurrence of waterborne outbreaks in Pisto, Haiti through an 
educational program designed to teach Pisto Stakeholders and Agricultural Community Members water 
pollution prevention and treatment (i.e., proper sanitation and hygiene practices)  using the patented 
technology of  World Water & Solar Technology water purification system, The Mobile MaxPure.  Upon 
completion of the sanitation and hygiene educational program, our objective is to create an environmentally 
and economically sustainable community by phasing in a training program that will teach Pisto stakeholders 
and Agricultural Community Members proper farming methods required to increase food production and 
generate income through agricultural trade.

  We will measure the success of the sanitation and hygiene educational program by conducting 
pre and post-tests to determine participates’ knowledge regarding preventing and controlling waterborne 
diseases. In addition, we will record and report the number of trained farmers, areas of arable land and 
improved economic conditions through agricultural development.  Moreover,  team members will visit 
Pisto, Haiti semi-annually to test water quality and assist with decontamination procedures.

. We believe water initiative and educational enrichment project will be extremely beneficial to the 
under-served population of Pisto. We anticipate a decline in waterborne disease by ensuring sustainable 
access to clean water. We also anticipate improved health and reduction of poverty through sustainable 
agriculture.

 New Jersey for Haiti’s clean water initiative and educational enrichment project will incorporate 
a plan of action that will enable the Pisto Stakeholders and Agricultural Community Members to have 
access to clean water indefinitely. Our train the trainer program will ensure that models of good water 
management will be taught to further generations for many years to come. Team members will provide 
labor-free engineering services to build, install, inspect an irrigation system and provide maintenance. 
The Mobile MaxPure is a solar-powered system that is designed to last 25 years and capable of pumping 
30,000 gallons of clean water daily in order to meet Pisto water demands

 NJ4HAITI: EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT



The Big Easy Restaurant of Trenton salutes the United Way of Greater Union County in 
partnership with NJ 4 HAITI and Hailo on your Haiti Lives On Gala. Congratulations on 12 

amazing years of service to empower our local communities. 

“We have a wonderful history behind us . . . and it is going to in spire us to greater 
achievements.”

~ Dr. Carter G. Woodson, founder of the Association for the Study
of African American Life and History, Father of African American

History

BIG EASY OF TRENTON
111 South Warren Street • Trenton, New Jersey

609.393.1845

Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday 12 noon - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sunday - CLOSED

We are honored to serve the community of our capital city,
Trenton, and beyond.



“Building a Brighter Future for Essex County’s Children”

185 Washington Street, Newark NJ 07102
Phone: (973) 753-1110

Email: receptionist@wynonashouse.org
www.wynonashouse.org

WYNONA’S HOUSE SUPPORTS OUR HAITIAN
CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND FRIENDS!


